To the Editor of The Indian Medical Gazette. Sir,?I shall feel obliged if you will kindly find a little space in the columns of your journal for the following note:?
On the 2nd January 1922, I performed a medico-legal post-mostem on the body of one Mussamat Masanda, aged, according to my calculation, thirteen years. When the abdominal viscera were examined, I was surprised to find that the spleen was not present. Two possibilities occurred to my mind, viz., the organ may be extremely small or it may be in some abnormal position. I therefore took out the abdominal viscera one by one and made a prolonged search for the organ which I did not find.
The pancreas was certainly bigger than normal. The kidneys were slightly bigger than normal. The mesenteric lymph glands were enlarged. The thyroid and the remains of the thymus were of the usual size.
There was no scar on the abdominal wall.
The girl was under-developed.
But on an examination of her bones and teeth, one could hardly have put down her age as thirteen years. The causes of death were multiple injuries and lobar pneumonia. I was questioned in Court as to whether it was possible for any human being to live without a spleen. Taking my stand on Beatie and Dickson's assertion " The spleen is an organ which is not necessary to life." I answered the question in the affirmative. 
